30       The suzerainty of Rome: the Spanish kingdoms

In the time of Gregory VII the idea of grouping the various Christian
states under the suzerainty of Rome was favoured by the Curia chiefly in
the interests of the clerical reform which would be diffused thereby. The
ends were largely moral and religious. But as the Church's organisation
developed, the possibility of having at one's back so powerful AUK! universal
an instrument made an increasing appeal to the rulers of smaller kingdoms
who wished to guarantee their conquests (often at the expense of their
neighbours)1, and the Curia for its part began to see the temporal as well
as the spiritual advantage in the tribute which in certain cases was paid
in addition to the customary Peter's Pence. In Mediterranean politics the
aid of Aragon, for the time being one of the most loyal of tributary feudal
kingdoms, was a valuable asset, as we have seen in the case of Sicily; and
from the point of view of relations with the Eastern Empire it was im-
portant that Hungary and the newly-formed Bulgarian kingdom should
be centres of Latin influence among peoples by nature more inclined to
the Orthodox than to the Western rite.

The history of the Spanish kingdoms provides good illustration of the
way in which the contract was interpreted. Innocent doubtless foul before
him in the original Register of Gregory VII the Pope's letter declaring
that in virtue of ancient customs (by which the Donation of Constantino
was probably intended) the kingdom of Spain was delivered to St Peter
in ius et proprietatem, but that the service (servitlum) had been interrupted
by the Saracens, and calling upon the princes to help St Peter to recover
"his justice and his honour."2 That there lay in the Gregorian use of the
terms servitium,Jidelitas, a perhaps not unintentional ambiguity is suggested
by the tactics of the Curia at the time in attempting to make Peter's Pence
a sign of feudal subjection to Rome. Innocent, on the other hand, thought
more clearly. Both in the case of Spain and elsewhere he made a distinction
between such annual payments and the tribute paid in virtue of the direct
feudal concession of a kingdom to the Papacy: salvisper omnia denarii*
Sancti Petri, as was stipulated in the terms of King John's contract,
Castile and Leon did not fall within this category, and it was in defence
of the law of marriage that Innocent intervened to annul the marriage
(on grounds of consanguinity) of Berenguela, daughter of Alfonso VIII,
with Alfonso IX of Leon, and laid the interdict on the countries when he
could not get the parties to separate. But over Portugal and Aragon he
claimed and exercised definite feudal rights. From the former he demanded,
and, after resisting King Sancho's attempts to bargain, received the animal
payment of 100 gold bezants; from the latter he got 250 gold obols per

1  Apart from the case of Sancho of Portugal (see below), one may instance those of
Othon de la Roche, lord of Athens, who did homage for the castle of Levada (21 June
1214); of the town of MontpeUier (April 1215); and of Vladislav of Poland, auxious
to preserve the share of his inheritance which he had recovered (1211), Cf Paul
Fabre, Etude m- le Liber Cenwum de Ftiglise Romaine, p, 127.

2  Gregory VII, fegistrwm IV. 28; ed. Caspar, i, 345-^6.